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	AEO criterion on practical standards of competence or professional qualifications
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The criterion relating to the practical standards of competence or professional qualifications directly related to the activity carried out, as referred to in Article 14(d) of the Code, shall be deemed to be met by the applicant or his employee(s) responsible for customs matters or the contracted person(s) or its (their) employee(s) responsible for customs matters, if any of the following conditions is met:  

a) for professional qualifications:

i. he has undertaken training and passed an examination, consistent with the extent of his involvement in customs activities, covering Community customs legislation, held by any of the following: 

- a customs authority of a Member State;

- an educational establishment recognized, for the purposes of such qualification, by the customs authorities of a Member State;

- a professional or trade association recognized by the customs authorities of a Member State or accredited in the Community in accordance with Community provisions in force;  or

ii. as member of a trade association or professional body proves to apply  its own quality standards at European level adopted by a European Standardization Body and thus his quality of service is certified by this body and endorsed by the trade association at European level; or 

b) for the practical standards of competence:

i. has a minimum of 3 years practical experience  on customs matters;  if the applicant has been established for less than three years, practical experience on customs matters shall be judged on the basis of records and information that are available.
